ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 

March 2, 1979 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
Western Publishing Company, Inc. 
1220 Mound Avenue 
Racine, WI 53404 

Dear Ken: 


When I telephoned you yesterday I had not received your 
nice letter of congratulations on the Hunting ton Me dal. At least 
American numismatics was recognized for We first time. 

As I told you, our trip to Antarctica was sensational and, 
like moat others who go there, we got penguinitis, a very delightful 
pursuit. Naturally, the weather was clear and beautiful, while in the 
states everything was frozen stiff. 

I look forward to sharing some of our experiences with you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



m WGSTGRN PUBLISHING COMPANY INC. 


February 27, 1979 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

Congratulations from all of us at Western on your well-deserved Huntington 
award. 

It is good to see this kind of recognition going to a dedicated numismatist 
like yourself. You have truly earned all of the laurels. 

Hope that you had a pleasant trip to Antarctica and that the weather 
there was nicer than here in Racine. 

We can’t wait to hear all about your adventures. 

Sincerely, 

WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 



Kenneth E. Bressett, Manager 
Whitman Coin Products 


KEB/csg 


1220 Mound Avenue/Racine, Wisconsin 53404/Telephone [414]633-2431 

Creative & Consumer Products Marketing Centers/Telephone [414]639-6331 



WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY INC. 



August 7, 1979 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

The 1624 piece counterstamped with NE is being returned 
herewith. I appreciate the opportunity to examine it, and 
spent considerable time studying it over the weekend. 

I had seen and photographed this piece around 1961, but had 
since forgotten its exact identity, and cannot now locate 
my information about its previous owner. It is one of the 
eight specimens that I have recorded since the first appeared 
in a Hans Schulman sale of April 1951. 

Only the Stickney specimen can be traced back further than 
1951, and there are a number of unanswered questions about 
the nature of that piece. Either Stickney lied about it in 
1860, or Chapman made a mistake in cataloging it in 1907. It 
does not seem likely that Stickney had a second specimen that 
has never surfaced and/or was never disclosed to Crosby. 

All of the eight pieces that I have seen and photographed are 
stamped with the same NE punch. The 1624 piece now in ques¬ 
tion is the only one that shows heavy incuse marks below the 
counterstamp. I cannot explain the significance of these 
marks. 

At this time I am not able to draw any conclusions as to 
whether or not these pieces were actually counterstamped under 
the provisions of the 1672 Act. Evidence seems to point in 
both directions. 

The unusual state of preservation and variety of types involved, 
plus the possibility that all known pieces have surfaced since 
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1951, leads me to think that they may well be modern con¬ 
coctions . 

Thanks again for all that you did last week to make the 
convention so enjoyable for me and everyone there. We all 
had a wonderful time. 

Sincerely, 

WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 



Kenneth E. Bressett, Manager 
Whitman Coin Products 

KEB/bf 
Enc. 


WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY INC. 



September 5 f 1979 


Mr. Eric Newman 
P.0. Box 14020 
St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Eric: 

I am not quite sure what Margo is getting at in her letter 
of August 24. Perhaps she just wants some confirmation about 
the mixup of illustrations in the 1804 Dollar book. 

DeLorey is correct, the photo that Abe supplied for the Idler 
coin was not a picture of that piece, and I did not realize it 
at the time when the book was in preparation. 

The illustration shown on page 137 of our book and captioned 
as being the Idler specimen is actually a photo of the Adams 
piece. 

The Bowers' photo of the Idler specimen is indeed the correct 
piece and can be confirmed by comparison with the illustrations 
shown in the auction catalogs of the Atwater and Neil collec¬ 
tions. 

The text, description and pedigree of both the Idler and Adams 
pieces are correct as stated in the book. It is only the illus¬ 
tration on page 137 that is wrong. 

Sincerely, 

WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 



Kenneth E. Bressett, Manager 
Whitman Coin Products 

KEB/bf 


1220 Mound Avenue/Racine, Wisconsin 53404/Telephone [414]633-2431 

Creative & Consumer Products Marketing Centers/Telephone [414)639-6331 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 16, 1979 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
Whitman Publishing Co. 
1220 Mound Avenue 
Racine, WI 53404 

Dear Ken: 


I am enclosing for your reading pleasure letters from 
John Ford and Harvey Stack and Douglas Ball relative to an insert 
in the Bulletin on Counterfeits published by IBNS. 

I was advised in London that since no numismatic factual 
arguments were presented that this circular letter would not be 
published in the Bulletin and would be answered routinely. It is 
interesting reading and if you wish to ask me anything further about 
it please feel free to do so. 


Kindest regards. 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Ends 


JOHN J. FORD, JR. 


fa ^ 

Post Office Drawer 706 
Rockville Centre, N.Y. 

11571 U.S.A. 

| October 3, 1979 

Mr. E.G.V. Newman 
International Bureau for the 
Supression of Counterfeit Coins 
P.0. Box 4QN, London, W1A 4QN, England 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

The Spring, 1979 issue of the "Bulletin on Counter¬ 
feits" (Vol. 4, No. 1) arrived a couple of weeks ago. In perusing 
its contents, I was not surprised to find the communication from 
T. V. Buttrey, titled "False Mexican Colonial Gold Bars," on page 
six since Buttrey has a penchant towards timing his diatribes 
to coincide with meetings of the International Numismatic Congress. 

It is common knowledge that there are many, many areas 
in numismatics where all of the answers are yet to be found. To se¬ 
lect one of these, and to loudly cry "fake" in the face of plain 
logic and basic common sense, just because all of the facts have 
not as yet been established, is numismatic lunacy. Although no 
great attention has been paid to Buttrey's claims, it seems un¬ 
fortunate to me that he should be given space in a highly respon¬ 
sible publication without having to verify his statements. 

Buttrey commenced his lonely crusade against the 
hoard of 1741-46 Mexican gold ingots about seven years ago. He 
began by assuring anyone that would listen to him that all of 
the pieces were "false;" responsible people have told me that 
he did so before he had physically examined a single specimen. 

Although warned about his preconceived conclusions by Dr. Leo 
Mildenberg and others, I foolishly extended the hospitality of 
my home to Buttrey (after taking him to dinner), permitted him 
to see and examine my holdings of the ingots under discussion, 
and provided him with numerous photographs of the pieces together 
with as much data as was then known to me. On Jan. 29, 1973, I 
sent Buttrey additional photographs, those of the eleven ingots 
in the Glendining auction of Nov. 22-23, 1972. These photographs 
were sent to me by Douglas Liddell of Spink's (who catalogued 
the sale); I am still awaiting their return. Nine months later, 
on Sept. 10, 1973, upon the occasion of the New York'meeting pf 
the International Numismatic Congress, Buttrey launched a violent 
attack on the authenticity of the 1741-46 Mexican ingots. He ac¬ 
companied his public observations with numerous vituperative and 
abusive remarks against me personally. These were mainly deliver¬ 
ed verbally to officers of the I.A.P.N. Subsequently, Buttrey pub¬ 
lished an article in a more or less obscure Mexican journal; his 
effort, while seemingly confused and addled upon initial reading, 
apparently was deliberately intended to confuse and obfuscate the 
available facts. This article was published in English, in a Span¬ 
ish language publication, presumably for clandestine distribution 
in the United States. 


JOH N J. FORD, JR. 


Mr. E.G.V. Newman (3) 

Fortunately, because the Buttrey arguments are so 
muddled and thus highly inconclusive, practically no one in the 
trade takes his contentions very seriously. In this connection, 

I am sending you, herewith, copies of pages 84-86 from the Stack 
auction sale catalogue of the-Gibson collection, an offering 
sold by that firm on Nov. 11, 1974. This catalogue was prepared 
well over a year after Buttrey's intemperate statements made at 
the 1973 I.A.P.N. and International Numismatic Congress meetings. 
It represents, in its reasoned descriptions of 1741 and 1746 Mexi¬ 
co City gold bullion bars, a clearly presented argument for the 
authenticity of the ingots, which, so far as I know, has not 
been publically questioned by anyone other than Buttrey. Inci- 
dently, one of the pieces offered by Stack's in 1974 was pur¬ 
chased in the room by a prominent member of the I.A.P.N.• who, 
by raising his hand and bidding, displayed his opinion of But¬ 
trey and his claims. 

Many responsible persons contend that Buttrey's ef¬ 
forts have little or nothing to do with objective numismatic re¬ 
search, but that they have a far different basis and motivation, 
best known to him. His concern for ridding the market of false 
numismatic properties is far from consistent and is often sus¬ 
pect. For example, he has been shown obvious fake Spanish Ameri¬ 
can gold ingots, of a type manufactured by one of the treasure 
seeking firms (for the benefit of prospective investors or stock¬ 
holders) , but did not display the slightest interest in them. 

This pattern of selective interest and activity is greatly ad¬ 
mired (if not fully orchestrated) by a particular individual in 
St. Louis, Missouri, who is utilizing the entire exercise, among 
others, in the implementation of his personal vendetta. 

The purpose of this rather lengthy letter is to in¬ 
form you that there is considerably more to this matter than that 
which seems readily apparent. I trust that you will convey the 
gist of this intelligence to your readers, perhaps even sharing 
with them some of the data presently available (such as that shown 
in the 1974 Stack catalogue). 


Sincerely yours, 



JJF:lfs 


cc: Laurence Rosenthal, FRIED 

D. B. Ball • 

H. W. Bass, Jr. 

W. H. Breen 

E. Bourgey 
J. Cohen 

L. S. Goldberg 


FRANK, HARRIS, SHRIVER & JACOBSON 
D. G. Liddell 
L. Mildenberg 
P. D. Mitchell 
P. J. Seaby 
H. G. Stack 
V. Clain-Stefanelli 


GOLD BARS OF MEXICO _ 
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MEXICO' CITY MINT 


BULLION BARS OF PHILIP V. 1741-46 

These gold Ingots are Irom a treasure trove said to have been found on or near 
the east coast of Florida circa 1953-56. It is nof known if all of the hoard was dis¬ 
covered at one time by a single group, or if material was located over a period of 
a few years by different people. Since the finders are unknown, and presumably 
choose to remain anonymous, all relevent data must he obtained from careful study 
of ihe pieces themselves and of the history of the period. It has been alleged that the 
largest Ingots in Ihe lind(s) were melted before the new owners learned of the exist¬ 
ence of a numismatic market. Several of these bars were purchased by the late 
F. C. C. Boyd (1886-19581; one of the first pieces found was obtained by renowned 
dealer, author, publisher, Wayte Raymond. The Raymond gold ingof was later 
illustrated in "Dig lor Pirate Treasure." by Robert I. Nesmith, the numismatic Ireasure 
specials!, which was’published in New York in 1958, The first pieces sold to a 
numismatic firm for subsequent resale were purchased by us in Ihe Spring of 1957. 

Much has yet to be learned concerning these Mexican gold ingots of Philip V, 
and accelerated research is underway. A definitive study is scheduled for publica¬ 
tion early nexl year. It is currently believed that some of the pieces in the group 
were recovered by the Spanish (hemselves, probably Irom a natural disaster such 
as the loss of a ship, while others represent bullion either stolen or embezzled from 
the Quinto a la Corona or "King's Fifth" (his 20% of the gross output of all the 
gold and sliver recovered from Spain's overseas dominions). The King's share was 
shipped annually to Spain in bullion bars for convenience. An ingof's fineness was 
stomped upon it to aid the Madrid Mint assayers; the dates, mintmarks, and other 
identifying stomps were added so that the bullion could not be utilized for any private 
purpose. It is very probable that the round assayer's stamp found upon both pieces 
here offered actually represents the Quinto a la Corona. Any ingols lost from any of 
the annual 1741-47 shipments could have been recovered at any later period in Ihe 
18th Century, while the others could have been concealed following Philip V's dealh 
in July of 1746 or else embezzled at intervals from 1741 on. That the latter were re¬ 
covered and revalidated in 1770 has been established by positive identification of 
the revalidation stamp (found upon many Ingols,) to that year. Despite our hypotheses, 
it is not yet exactly known why all these Philip V ingols were not revalidated, nor 
how any of them escaped the melting pots of the Old World a second lime. 

To the present. 39 Ingots from this treasure trove, of all^kinds, have been traced. 
photographed, and weighed. Since Ihe early losers or concealers (1741-47). the re- 
coverers (up to 1770), and Ihe modern day finders (1953-56). all regarded these bars 
as merely so much bullion valued only by total weight and fit only for remelting, 
they have nol been treated as valuable historical objects until recently. However, 
any muliialion or chopping of many of these pieces was performed in the 1741-46 
period, as where Ihe cul-down fragments of ingots have 1770 revalidation stamps, 
these markings are always over all other stamps and sometimes directly onto the 
fragments. We have given the equivalent weights in onzas, adarmes, and Castel¬ 
lanos, because those were the weight units in use in Mexico and Spain in the 1729-72 
period; in a cut-down ingot they would nol be expected to come oul even as they 
might have in one bearing weight or denominational indications. 

The 39 ingols so far studied must be a tiny sampling of a far larger number, as 
they all differ in weight, and reflect the use of no less than seven different H1SP 
FT ID woodblocks, four different assayer's stamps with the Cross Potent and as¬ 
sayer's initials, eleven different o/M punches, and other evidence of an enormous 
mintage. 
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September 14, 1979 


Mr. E.G.V. Newman 
International Bureau for the 
Suppression of Counterfeit Coins 
PO Box 4QN 
London, W1A 4QN 
England 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

We read with great dismay the article on page 6, of Volume 4, No. 1, on 
"False Mexican Colonial Gold Bars" in the Bulletin - 

This matter was discussed in the past by Mr. Buttrey at a Congress, published 
in a Mexican Numismatic Journal and now once again in an I.A.P.N. Journal. 

It seems to us that he is trying to rekindle a dead issue. In the past 
F.C.C. Boyd, Wayte Raymond, New Netherlands Coin Co., John Ford, Stack's, 
Seaby's, Glendenings and other prominent numismatists and firms have had 
these either in their collections or available for sale. In addition, 
the Smithsonian has a substantial collection of these and I believe there 
are several specimens in other institutions. 

The case that Mr. Buttrey has presented in the past about these pieces is as 
vague and inconclusive as his allegations that "these bars are unsupported 
by any historical evidence...". The statement that "They are in fact American 
fabrications of the 1950's", impunes the credibility of the above mentioned 
numismatists. 

For the I.A.P.N. to publish this article only tends to cast guilt without 
trial on these important numismatic pieces. 

I would suggest that all articles in the future be verified before publication. 
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NASCA 


265 Sunrise, County Federal Building, Suite 53, Rockville Centre, L.I., N.Y. 11570, Telephone: 516/764-6677-78 


September 27, 1979 


Mr. E. G. Newman 

International Bureau for the 

Suppression of Counterfeit Coins 

P. O. Box 4QN 

London W1A 4QN 

England 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

I have just received the spring 1979 edition of your 
bulletin and must express my astonishment that you should 
have published verbatim the sentiments expressed by Theodore 
V. Buttrey as regards what he chooses to style as "false 
Mexican Colonial Gold Bars". In case you may be unaware of 
it, it is my firm, NASCA, which is the one referred to and 
I would like this opportunity to lay before your readers our 
connection with this business and with Mr. Buttrey. 

1) In the summer of 1978, just prior to the Wayte Raymond 
III Sale, Mr. Buttrey telephoned me personally to demand that 
two such bars be withdrawn from the auction as fakes. When I 
asked what his authority for this propositi erred 



to his Mexican article and promised a copy 


have yet to receive it - at least from him. 

2) Since he declined to provide me with the evidence 
necessary to justify the extraordinary step of withdrawing an 
item, the sale proceeded as scheduled. Within a short period 
of time, he wrote a rather unfriendly letter informing me that 
lie had or would lay formal charges against my firm with the New 
York Attorney General and the Bureau of Consumer Affairs. To 
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date I have not heard a word from either of those parties. 

3) His next step was to use your column to charge my 
Associate, Mr. Carl W. A. Carlson, with misrepresentation 
regarding the cataloguing of the bars and a mention of certain 
Garrett collection pieces. Mr. Carlson, as the former Curator 
at the Johns Hopkins University, remembers seeing a bar or 

bars similar to those under discussion and even having exhibited 
the same. Who Mr. Buttrey's anonymous sources are I do not 
know, but if we are furnished with their names we will be 
happy to make an appropriate reply. In the meantime, all 
scholarly usage of the Garrett collection has come to an end 
due to the pending disposal of that p -rty and we have been 
unable to procure any answer to our i: <-ies . 

4 ) Tn light of Professor Buttrey 1 .ffling behavior; in 
view of the fact that he never saw the particular bars which 

he thus summarily condemned; keeping also in mind the fact that 
he has thus far been unable to get a single American numismatic 
publication to print his views in this country; given also the 
indisputable fact that those who shared Mr. Buttrey's opinions 
were invited to testify before the House Judiciary Committee 
in the autumn of 1967 under oath on the authenticity of such 
pieces located in the Lilly collection and that they failed to 
appear; and, finally, bearing in mind that such bars and ingots 
have been sold by such reputable firms as Stacks, Superior Stamp 
and Coin Company, Inc., Lester Merkin, Inc., New Netherlands 
Coin Company, Inc., Bank Leu, Glendinings, Seaby's and Spink's 
(all of whom warranted the authenticity of these items) and I 
think your readers will readily perceive that NASCA was well 
within the bounds of propriety and good business judgement in pro¬ 
ceeding to the sale of these items. I remain, 


Sincerely yours, 



Douglas B. Ball 
President 


DBB:mt 



WeSTGRN PUBLISHING COMPANY INC. 


November 21, 1979 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

Thanks for sending me the latest update on the Buttrey con¬ 
troversy. I talked to him in Bern and he said that the 
article was going to be published soon. 

What more can anyone say? I was convinced by Buttrey's 
presentation at the New York Congress years ago, and nothing 
seems to have changed since then. 

Have you given any more thought to the N.10 Oak Tree shilling? 
I am in no rush, but perhaps you would rather return it if 
it is of no special use to you. 

It seems that winter has officially arrived in Wisconsin; I'm 
not looking forward to it. 

Sincerely, 

WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 



Kenneth E. Bressett, Manager 
Whitman Coin Products 

KEB/bf 


1220 Mound Avenue/Racine,Wisconsin 53404/Telephone 1414] 633-2431 

Creative & Consumer Products Marketing Centers/Telephone 14 1 4 ) 639-6331 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 28, 1080 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
Western Publishing Co. 
1220 Mound Avenue 
Riicine, WI 53404 

Dear Ken: 


As to jour Jan. 8, 1980 inquiry about the Gloucester Shilling, 

1 have a file full of research. I have checked every given name and firm 
name in Gloucester County during that period and can't find any which fit. 

Even Colonial Williamsburgh have tried to help. It is a 

mystery. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY INC. 



May 7, 1980 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

Glad to find that you have recovered from the ordeal, and 
hope that all is well with you again. 

It is good to have the 1804 half dollar story all tied to¬ 
gether now. Thanks for the digest and for the copy of the 
Haines sale. 

Hope to see you again soon; probably at the A.N.A. conven¬ 
tion this summer. 

Sincerely, 

WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 



Kenneth E. Bressett, Manager 
Whitman Coin Products 

KEB/bf 


1220Mound Avenue/Racine, Wisconsin 53404/Telephone C4T43 633-2431 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 2, 1980 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
4210 Canterbury Lane 
Racine, WI 53403 

Dear Ken: 


Thank you for advising me about your change. I sincerely hope 
it brings you an exciting opportunity to use and expand your outstanding 
abilities and experience. 

Numismatics brought us together and I know we will continue our 
fine personal relationship into the future. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Kenneth E. Bressett 
c/o Ragin's 

1000 Insurance Exchange Bldg 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 


Dear Friend, 

After more than 20 years with Whitman Coin Products I have de¬ 
cided to make a change that will take me away from Racine and 
on to a new city. 

Please address future correspondence to me as shown above so 
that mail will reach me without delay. 

I will be working with Don Kagin as Vice President of Ragin's 
Numismatic Investment Corp., beginning July 1. As a numismatic 
consultant and advisor for rare coin investments, my main du¬ 
ties will be in the areas of authentication, grading, and per¬ 
sonal contact with customers. 

The move is not a change in my career objectives, but rather 
a more direct way to be an influence in an ever changing world 
and yet continue to write about and popularize the hobby to the 
best of my ability. 

In my new position I will also be involved with the investment 
side of coins, because that is where the action is today and 
where my background and experience can be put to best use. Help 
ing in this way to bring both enjoyment and financial rewards to 
a new generation of collectors should be very gratifying. 

The new challenge will be an exciting one for me, and more than 
ever before I can use your encouragement and support. Here's 
hoping that we will meet again soon so that I can tell you all 
about it, but for now I wanted you to be among the first to know 


Sincerely 



KAGIN’S 

1000 Insurance Exchange Bldg. • Des Moines, Iowa 50309 
Phone (515) 243-0129 • Toll Free 1-800-247-5335 


a— 


TO Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 


date j u i y 24 , 1980 

SUBJECT 


Sorry to miss the July 19 meeting of the A.N.S. standing committee 
on Modern Coinage and Currency. 

Your letter only reached me after that date, but as it was I had to 
be in Colorado Springs that week as a teacher at the Summer Seminar. 

Enclosed is a card with my new address to avoid any problems in the 
future. The Kagin address that you used is rather old. 

Except for the hot weather, everything is going well for me here, and 
I am enjoying it all very much. 

Hope to see you at the A.N.A. Convention for a chat. 


Sincerely, 



Ken Bressett 


KEB/ms 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 23, 1981 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
c/o Kagins 

1000 Insurance Exchange Bldg. 
Des Moines, IA 50309 

Dear Ken: 


I enclose a copy of a letter I received from Sanford J. Durst 
with respect to the 1804 Dollar. Would you be nice enough to give me 
your cotaaents as to what we should do. I certainly would want a commit¬ 
ment from him to publish before we undertook the work involved. I would 
want a certain number of copies for each of us. I would want reimburse¬ 
ment for any reasonable expenses. You may want some compensation for 
your work. We would want final approval of the format. I am sure you 
have other considerations which you would like to add. 

May I hear from you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Enel, 





4 EMBARCADERO CENTER • SUITE 2800 • SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94111 
(415) 362-1120 • Toll Free 800-227-5676 • California Toll Free 800-652-1250 


July 14, 1982 


Ms. Margo Russell 
Editor 
COIN WORLD 

911 So. Vandemark Road 
Sidney, Ohio 45367 

Dear Margo: 

Enclosed is a statement concerning Ken Bressett's appointment to ANACS. 
Sincerely, 



Don Kagin 


DK/lj 

Enclosure 


San Francisco, California • Des Moines, Iowa • New York, New York 


Bressett Appointed ANACS Director 


Officers of the American Numismatic Association and Kagin's Numismatic 
Investment Corporation have announced the appointment of Kenneth Bressett 
as the new Director of Authentication Services for the ANA. 

In making the announcement, Edward Rochette, executive vice president 
of ANA, expressed enthusiasm in obtaining the services of Bressett, who for 
many years has assisted with many of the organization's projects on a volunteer 
basis. 

Donald Kagin, president of Kagin's Numismatic Investment Corporation 
where Bressett has served as vice president for the past two years, said 
that while Bressett's leaving the company would be a genuine loss, it is a 
move in the direction of company policy to promote education and betterment 
of the hobby. Ken will continue as a consultant to Kagin's on a non-conflict 
of interest basis. "I feel like Stephen Bechtel" said Kagin, "when you have 
premier employees, you are bound to have the Government or educational insti¬ 
tutions like the ANA request their services for a period of time." 

A statement from Bressett indicated that his immediate goal is to bring 
greater harmony to the industry and hobby by building a better understanding 
of the ANACS grading service through educational programs. 


Bressett's numismatic expertise is extensive. For the past twenty 
years he has served as Coordinating Editor of R. S. Yeoman's Guide Book 
of United States Coins and the Handbook of United States Coins published 
by Whitman Coin Products, a division of Western Publishing Company, Inc. 

He has co-authored several collectors' reference books, among them 
Alaska's Coinage Through the Years , Hawaiian Coins, Tokens and Paper 
■ Mo - n .ey> Let's Collect Coins , The Fantastic 1804 Dollar , and Buying and 
Selli ng United States Coins . In 1962 he authored The Guide Book of 
jlnglish Coins, which is now in its 10th edition and is used throughout 
the world, offering the collector price information, historical data, and 
mint records of all English coins from 1797 to date. 

In addition, Mr. Bressett has written many articles for the coin 
collecting hobby and served as Managing Editor of the monthly "Whitman 
Numismatic Journal" from 1964 through 1968. Recognized internationally 
as one of the leading authorities in the field of numismatics, he has done 
extensive research on Early American coins. In 1977 he coordinated the 
editing and publishing of the American Numismatic Association's grading 
standards book. Each year he serves as an instructor on the subject at 
the A.N.A. Summer Seminar. 

A popular speaker, Bressett has addressed coin clubs throughout the 
country for the past thirty years. He is a life member of the American and 
Canadian Numismatic Associations, as well as a Fellow of the American Numis¬ 
matic Society and the Royal Numismatic Society of England. In 1966 he was 
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appointed by President Lyndon B. Johnson to serve on the United States 
Annual Assay Commission, and in 1978 he received the ANA Medal of Merit 
award. 

Mr. Bressett joined Kagin's Numismatic Investment Corporation in 
1980 as Vice President, Numismatics. He served as an advisor for rare 
coin investments, bringing together the elements of traditional collecting 
enjoyment and investment potential through educational and instructive 
programs. 

In his new position as ANA Director of ANACS and Education, he will 
bring together his years of experience as a professional numismatist, 
collector, dealer, and educator to oversee the ANA's expanding programs of 
seminars, authentication, and grading. 


3 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 27, 1983 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
AN ACS 

818 North Cascade 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 

Dear Ken: 

Do you think both of us could write Whitman and ask for the copyright 
back with an understanding that we would pay them one-third or one-half 
of any profits on republication which might be undertaken in the future. 
Then we might be able to control the republication and deal with anybody 
we wish to. At least we would have an incentive to revise the book, 
whereas Whitman will never republish it. What suggestions do you have? 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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December 26, 1985 


Ken Bressett 


Currency sheet from your recen Till 

money exhibit. Numismatic 

: g : hhf 2/ h l/85, 

Actuai1 ^- * *•. 

Happy New Year! 


Eric P. Newman 


from the desk of ERIC P. NEWMAN 


ERIC P. NEWMAN .NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
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American Numismatic Association 


WORLD'S LARGEST ORGANIZATION FOR COLLECTORS OF COINS, TOKENS, MEDALS & PAPER MONEY 


Written in our 95th Year 
May 6, 1986 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic'Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 

I will start work on the slides immediately. Don't know if we have 
a ll °f the items, but will hunt for them and let you knew soon what 
may be missing. 

Info on the rolling machine is in the mail. Hope it is what you 
want. 


Sincerely, 




Kenneth Bressett 
Education Director 


KB/sbl 


P.S. We do not have your numbers 8, 10, 12, 15, 16 


818 North Cascade Avenue • Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 • 303 /632-2646 
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American Numismatic Association 

WORLD'S LARGEST ORGANIZATION FOR COLLECTORS OF COINS, TOKENS, MEDALS & PAPER MONEY 

our 95th Year 
July 25, 19 86 



Written in 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil“Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 

Thanks so much for your very special letters. It means a lot to me 
and is very much appreciated. Bert and I really felt honored to 
entertain you while you were _ here, and are so happy to know that 
you enjoyed it all. 

I also want to thank you on behalf of the ANA and all of our 
seminar students. Everyone "loved" your talk and the opportunity 
to meet you. Perhaps we will have a chance to do something like 
this again seme tine. 

It was really a bit hit! 


Sincerely, 



Kenneth B res sett 
Education Director 

KB/sbl 


818 North Cascade Avenue • Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 • 303/632-2646 
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American Numismatic Association 

WORLD'S LARGEST ORGANIZATION FOR COLLECTORS OF COINS, TOKENS, MEDALS & PAPER MONEY 


Written in our 96th Year 
March 17, 1987 



Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave . 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

I thought that you might like to see the enclosed immitation 
halfpence. 

Notice the lettering and branch on the reverse. This incuse 
effect looks very much I ike that on the Oak Tree shi I I ing. I 
cannot explain this, but am sure that it is original and 
unaltered. 

My theory is that it has something to do with soft dies that 
flatten with wear. Whatever causes this is quite unusual 
although I have seen it before, particularly on hammered coinage 
and a few ancients. 

Have fun with it. Perhaps you can come up with some answers. 


Sincerely, 



Kenneth Bressett 


KB:kmd 


818 North Cascade Avenue • Colorado Springs , CO 80903-3279 • 303/632-2646 






WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY INC. 



June 23, 1975 


TO: ALL NEWSPAPER AND PERIODICAL COIN REVIEWERS 

SUBJECT: 1976 BICENTENNIAL EDITION OF A GUIDE BOOK OF 
UNITED STATES COINS 


Whitman’s 1976 Bicentennial edition of A GUIDE BOOK OF UNITED STATES COINS by R.S. 
Yeoman has just been released. This annually revised book, published by Western Publishing 
Company, Inc., Racine, Wisconsin for the past 29 years, is the most up-to-date collectors’ reference 
guide on all United States coins. 

Every collector of U.S. coins will want at least one copy of this special Bicentennial edition. This 
year’s Red Book cover strikingly portrays an American Eagle with a thirteen-star Bicentennial 
banner. A strong, sewn binding on this year’s Red Book will make it a collector’s item that will last 
and be referred to as a permanent reference. 

In this year’s 29th edition there will be more price changes than ever before have appeared in the 
entire history of the Red Book. This represents a greater percentage of increase than has been seen 
at any other time. The market in general has risen to all-time new heights. These changes have 
occurred in just about every series in the book. There are only a few areas in which there are 
relatively few price changes. 

Prices for the Guide Book are averages compiled by a panel of over 50 professional numismatic 
contributors representing every level of the coin market and every geographical section of the 
country. 

contains accurate background data and values from Colonial issues to Territorial 
Gold coins and serves as an annual report on market conditions for every issue of American coins 
from 1616 to 1976. 


Editorial text has been refined and updated. Sharp new coin illustrations have been added and many 
photos have been replaced with clearer coin pictures which will greatly aid collectors. This year’s 
special section features a study of selected Early American coins with some thoughts on the 
development and history of American coinage through the years. Also, a detailed reflection is given 
comparing our earliest coin beginnings with our newest 1976 Bicentennial coinage. 

Collectors will be interested to know that the 1776—1976 Bicentennial quarter, half dollar, and 
dollar are pictured along with stories of the background around these pieces. 

The suggested retail price of this year’s Red Book is $3.95, a real bargain considering its new 
features, i.e., improved illustrations, strong binding, and updated text. Because of the nationwide 
interest in our Bicentennial Anniversary and our country’s special coins, this edition marks a plateau 
m understandable, concise numismatic information that people have come to expect from Whitman 
publications. 


This 256-page hardbound edition clarifies information and proves that the average collector does 
not have to look further than his ’76 Red Book for all his needs. 


KEB/bjp 


Keimeth E. Bressett, Manager 
Whitman Coin Products 


1220 Mound Avenue/Racne, Wisconsin 53-404/"Telephone (414) 633-2431 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63205 


August 14, 1986 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
American Numismatic Society 
818 North Cascade 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 


Re: 1804 Dollar Update 


Dear Ken: 


When I talked to you in Milwaukee, you indicated you might not have all 
the detail on the recent 1804 dollars matters. I have one large box 
full of material and was able to go through two inches of it on the top. 

I am sending you a list of the items. This could be somewhat helpful. 

I will go through the rest in due course. 

One of the elements which you can write up is the story of the recovery 
of the Dupont piece and the trial, etc. This ought to be most interesting. 

I was shocked to see that Lester Merkin promised to give the Ostheimer 
file to the ANA and presume that he failed to do so. Did you see him 
in Milwaukee? I heard him paged. I would like to follow up. 

I was disgusted again with the comment of Abe Kosoff in his Illustrated 
History. 

As soon as I wade through the list of the accumulation, I will send you 
more notations. 

It would be well if you send me any items you have which I may not have, 
including all auction sale lot references. 

After you review the enclosed, I will • 


Start writing. 



jah 


Ends. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


April 1, 1991 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
P. 0. Box 60145 

Colorado Springs, CO 80960-0145 
Dear Ken: 

Thank you for the photocopies of parts of the Anton opus. 

As you already know, this mentions a group of Ryder-40 pieces which 
were said to be found by a scholar of unquestionable integrity, along 
with a group of counterfeit halfpence dated 1770, etc. The coins in 
each group are said to be uniformly worn, uniformly off center, have 
the same patina, etc. 

Please tell me if such a scholar would include a skilled dentist. 

If a counterfeit halfpence is genuine, do you call it a genuine counterfeit? 
If a counterfeit halfpence is not genuine, do you call it a counterfeit 
counterfeit? 

Perhaps you ought to forge some new definitions. May this give you 
something for your column in The Numismatist. 



EPN:bv 


THE FORGOTTEN COINS 


OF THE 

NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES 


A MODERN SURVEY OF 

EARLY ENGLISH AND IRISH COUNTERFEIT COPPERS 
CIRCULATING IN THE AMERICAS 


Including a report on the recent 
site inspection of the Machin Mills mint, 
and a study of the Buste Enfantin 
coinage of Louis XV circulating in 
Colonial America 


BY 

WILLIAM T. ANTON, JR. 
AND 

BRUCE P. KESSE 
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THE COUNTERFEIT COPPER /IS AN UNDERTYPE 


Our Forgotten Coins, specifically the Irish and English halfpence, 
served as host coins for a surprising number of State and other 
Colonial coppers; consider if you will the previously discussed 
\lbany Church Penny. However such usage is not surprising when 
considered in the context that -in ye authors’ opinion- perhaps as 
high as 80-90% of all coppers circulating in the Americas were 
•ounterfeit British halfpence. Given the counterfeits’ generally 
light weight, it might also be concluded that the overtype coins may 
themselves have been contemporaneous counterfeits. 


r xamples of the usage of counterfeits as host coins are as follows: 


A single known specimen of t.he Connecticut 5P is struck over a 
ieorge IIT Irish halfpenny. 


The following New Jersey coppers come struck variously over 
n'orge II and George III English halfpence, and George III Irish 
i.ilf pence : 


Maris 16-d, 
56-n , 


17-b, 19-M, 34-J, 40-b, 48-X, 
70-x, 71-y and 72-z. 


Vermont coppers are known struck over George III English and Irish 
alfpence; overstrikes are found on the following Richardson Ryder 
•trieties : 


RR .10, 15, 18, 25, 28, 33, 35, and most recently 
the controversial RR 40 overstrike 


' public opinion of late is that a second-known RR 40 overstrike 
•t.ich recently appeared is a cast fabrication, a belief which has 
* **en propagated without, the knowledge of certain pertinent 
’iformation. In a small hoard of some 87 counterfeit halfpence and 
'irthings, which originated from England, there were found to be two 
! i stinct subgroups of specimens. One was a group of 14 counterfeit 
••orge III halfpence dated 1770; all were from the same obverse and 
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reverse dies, however each was of a different size and weight. All 
were EXTREMELY FINE in grade, with the reverse die characterized by a 
micro "0" in the date. Many attributes of the coins may in time 
prove them to be of American origin, including letter punches, 
general style, and the profile of George III which very much 
resembles that found on several Machin Mills issues. The other 
distinct group contained five RR 40 Vermont coppers, all of which are 
struck over different counterfeit halfpence host coins. 


For our readers, listed below are the weights and sizes of four of 
t.he five coins, the fifth being presently housed in a private 


collection 

and 

not 

ava.i 1 abl e 

for study 






COIN- 

# 1 


Ove rs t, ruek 
( 1775 

on a 

date 

Geo 

leg 

111 
ible ) 

l/2d 

. 5.60 

grams 

27.5mm 

COIN 

#2 


Overs truck 

on a 

Geo 

III 

l/2d 

. 6.39 

grams 

2 7.5mm 

COIN- 

* 3 


Overstruck 

o n a 

Geo 

111 

1 / 2d 

. 6.70 

grams 

2 7.5mm 

COIN 

#4 


Overs t ruck 

on a 

Geo 

III 

1 / 2d 

. 13.50 

g rams 

31.0mm 

\s in the c 

ase 

o f 

the RR 40 d 

iscovery < 

coin 

now 

housed 

in the 



Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C. , the reverses of each of 
the above four coins show no evidence of bulging as frequently found 
,,n that reverse die. As a point of interest, the two above-mentioned 
distinct groups of coins all have the same color, shading, texture 
■md rusty appearance in some’ areas, perhaps the result of being in a 
tire or buried together. The balance of the group of 87 coins 
ontained the usual assortment of grades, colors and types typically 
found in a hoard of counterfeit coppers. 


)n March 29, 1990, Michael dodder examined eight of the above 

mentioned 1770 counterfeit specimens, and four of the RR40 specimens, 
de identified an extremely significant, previously unrecognized 
'ittribute shared by the two groups. All of the 1 770 counterfeits 
-•‘re die cut in such a way that the bottom of the "0" in the date is 
’oo close to the edge of the die; the result is that regardless of 
w large the flan, or off center the strike, the bottom of the "0" 
partially missing. Similarly, all five of the RR40 overstrikes 
have the bottom portion of the ”8“ in its date cut very close to the 
••dge of the die. 







Therefore we offer the following observations and conclusions between 
•he two groups of coins: 


• Both groups of coins are clearly not cast or struck from false 
lies. In the case of the 1770 halfpence, several of the specimens 
have cracked planchets incurred during the striking process. In the 
-ase of the RR40’s, each specimen is of a different weight and is 
struck over a different host counterfeit copper (each of which is 
clear). In the case of the 13.5 gram specimen, the George III 
contemporaneous counterfeit host coin is at least 3 grams heavier 
t.han any genuine Regal, halfpenny produced at the Tower Mint in 
Kngland. 

• Both groups of coins were exposed to the same environment and 
»*lements, for the same period of time. That is, all specimens 
evidence the same amount of wear (they are XF in grade), are the same 

olor, and exhibit the same patches of rust and porosity; this would 
ftlso strongly imply flint (he qualify of cropper was the same in each 
specimen, again pointing to a common source of manufacture. 

• Both groups of coins were obtained from a single source, an 
English scholar of unquestionable integrity. 

• The lettering on the 1770 counterfeits is significantly smaller 
Than generally found on contemporaneous counterfeits, an attribute 
shared by the coppers produced by Machin Mills. 

• All 14 of the 1770 counterfeits exhibit a large dimple on the 
heek of the obverse bust, as well as a smaller dimple on the King’s 

' hin. 
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coins were made by the same manufacturer at 
same time, 

coins may be contemporaneous counterfeits, 
coins were made in America during the 1780’s, 
coins were made in England during the 1790’s, 
coins may be products of the Machin Mills mint. 





AUCTION APPEARANCES OF COUNTERFEIT COPPERS 


'•’veral auction houses have? offered counterfeit halfpence over the 
•,,. a rs. Stack’s has had many lots of Colonials and tokens containing 
ounterfeits, and Coin Galleries has offered mixed lots as well as 
; ndividual pieces (most interesting was their offering of brockages 
.n the May 21, 1989 Mail Bid Sale). Perhaps the most notable 

■ffering of counterfeits in any recent auction was that in the March 
j 5-29, 1981 Garrett Sale by Bowers & Ruddy Galleries in which there 
tore 18 lots of halfpence auctioned (lots 2235-2252); some nine lots 
ontained from 4 to 12 pieces, for a total of 85 specimens. Included 
were brockages, mul t. i-strikes and counterstamps (including one 
'..YORK" counterstamp on a 1 773 halfpence). 


~>TES: 


3 7 






So. 156 

A 1775 Machin Mills copper, probably the finest known of 
this date. Note the small, close lettering of the legends. 


So. 157 

A 1770 micro "0" George III halfpenny, from the same 
hoard as plate coin No. 29; see that description, as well as 
discussion on text pages 34-36. Note that the planchet is not 
cracked on this specimen. 


So. 158 


An RR 40 yermont copper struck over a 1775 George III 
halfpenny. This is coin no. 1 as described on page 35 of the text. 
See plate coins Nos. 29, 30 and 157. 


So. 159 


An excellent example of an Evasion George III 
counterfeit, with the obverse legend GEORGIVS III D G REX. Note that 
!! tter PUnC t? WaS substituted for the letter "V" in 
EORGIVS, and that the second G" was double punched. The BRITANNIA 
legend was at first executed very amateurishly, the "B" being punched 
too low and backwards, and the "RITAN" crooked and poorly spaced; a 
second, more steady hand then repunched more even letters over the 
crooked ones. This copper is unique, and its use of "D G" in the 
legend implies that it was copied from either the Rosa Americana or 
Wood s coinages. 


A 1719-A sol. Refer to pages 41-46 of the text. 


No. 161 

A 1719-A demi-sol. Refer to pages 41-46 of the text. 
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Kenneth Bressett 
P.O. Box 60145 

Colorado Springs, CO 80960-014 5 

719/579-8217 

FAX: 719/579-8012 


January 30, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric, 

Thanks for your latest letters. I appreciate your interest 
in having me donate my negatives to the American Numismatic 
Society, and will pursue the matter as you have suggested. I 
will see Tony Terranova at the Dallas ANA show and ask him 
to evaluate the material for me. 

As to the Immune Columbia article in The Numismatist, I too 
wondered who reviewed the piece before publication. I asked 
Barb Gregory about it, and she told me that Michael Hodder 
had seen the article both before and after being edited by 
the ANA staff. According to her they made a lot of changes 
to the original text, and Hodder approved of the finished 
piece. 

I was a bit concerned about the pedigree listings, as I felt 
that some of the listings were redundant. Even so, they were 
probably the best thing about the article, and made it quite 
worthwhile. Barb said that they got a lot of favorable mail 
about the piece. Readers apparently want something more than 
the usual trite stories about investment grade coins. 

I'm off to Wisconsin next week to work on the Red Book. Then 
it will be almost time for the ANA convention in Dallas. Not 
much interest in the show this year. Business is just too 
slow for most dealers, and many will not go there. They tell 
me that "collector" coins are still in demand. I am not sure 
what that means. I guess that if they have not been slabbed, 
they are still fit for collectors. 


Sincerely, 



P.S.: Thanks for the coins from Jamica. 


World's largest organization for collectors of coins, paper money, medals & tokens • Chartered by Congress 




Kenneth Bressett 

Post Office Box 60145 
*] Colorado Springs, CO 80960 

*7 


- 3 /- 


c£ JUJ[ —<€<J^ 


/3^v> ovJLy, c ^jt._ . e 7, jg^, 

Q^t-e. Jc ^Aso. °° , 




A-yZZZ 


'* juj - ^ J5: ^ 






r~ 


^t~ , 


-'2^ ’^*4$ (70-i, 


; ^2 


- va^fcc d uwU« ^agu. 

J*@JL *~Jl . £Z& /u^ _j2~^r. 


61^, 




o^ct<Jlj2_. J2jerdL- / 


Kenneth Bressett + Numismatic Research Center + Fax (719) 579-8012 + Tel (719) 579-8217 





Kenneth Bressett 




If not, the Philadelphia ones should be 



Kenneth Bressett 

Post Office Box 60145 
Colorado Springs, CO 80960 


September 2, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric, 

Thanks for sharing this latest problem with me. I have been 
thinking about the way Massachusetts silver coins were made 
for a long time. We may have even discussed this at one time 
in the past. I believe that three different techniques were 
used to make these coins. 

It seems certain that the NE and Willow pieces were struck 
with hand held dies. It also seems likely (to me) that the 
small, thick planchet Pine Tree pieces were made on a screw 
press. It is only the Oak and early Pine pieces that are a 
problem. I have long thought that they were made with a 
rocker press, similar to what Doty calls a "sway" press. 

This theory is based on the characteristic bend seen on so 
many of these coins. I believe that Doty is correct in his 
analysis of how they were made. I also believe that those 
with the unrelated "witch bend" were made as charms, as I 
have seen many European coins with that same bend. 

Your suggestion about a coin clipping device does not seem 
reasonable to me for several reasons, and I do not think 
that your Noe 18 coin is like the Oak and large size Pine 
bends. I think it is just bent! 

1) Your theory involves an elaborate device that would be 
limited to perhaps one person. Surely all of the clipped 
Mass silver coins could not have been made at one factory. 

2) I have seen uncirculated Oak and Pine coins with the 
bend. It is also there on many non-clipped coins. 
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4) The bend on Oak and large Pine coins is uniform in style 
and position. That would not happen in coins were put in a 
holding device and filed. 

I just can't accept your complicated theory about a special 
kind of clamp being used to hold a coin while it was filed. 

I do not think that the bend in your coin is related to the 
sway press bend in any way. I just think that your coin was 
struck on a screw press, clipped, filed and bent later, and 
then worn in normal circulation. 

On different topics: 

Thanks for sending the Breen citation. I am very much in 
favor of this. Michael Hodder was a little reluctant to call 
him such great scholar, but he did want to be included in 
the tribute. I gave the piece to Barb Gregory. She will use 
it as a Letter to the Editor in The Numismatist . 

I don't think I ever thanked you for sending me all of that 
information about the Bar tokens. All very interesting. Your 
package arrived just before I left for the Orlando show, and 
I haven't had a chance to do anything with it yet. It is all 
very much appreciated. 

Good to see you if only for a short visit at the show. Those 
things are always so busy for everyone. I had fun, but was 
sorry to miss the Rittenhouse breakfast this year. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Kenneth Bressett September 8, 1992 

P.0. Box 60145 

Colorado Springs, CO 80960 


Dear Ken: 

Thank you for your detailed letter discussing my gadget for 
shaving off silver. 

After our telephone conversation I think we are not too far 
apart on the random bends on Massachusetts silver coins. We both 
agree that the horizontal bends and the oval shaped rings on the 
obverse are natural to the use in original production of a sway or 
rocker press using slightly curved dies or rollers keyed or geared 
together. 

I have been doing a lot of thinking on the subject and thought 
I would outline elements to you to challenge, to think about or to 
agree with. We both conclude that planchets were cut out before 
coining, thus a strip was not used first for coining and the coin 
cut out later. I presume the strip or plate was cut into sections 
with a straight shears or chisel and marked with a circle unless 
the planchet worker had good eye and manual coordination for 
cutting a circle. The oak and large pine trees have substantial 
curved portions of the perimeter as well as straight cuts. A 
shearing device mounted on a table with a hand operated arm pinned 
to the lower cutter could be like a fingernail clipper which would 
make a curved cut for about 30 to 45 degrees more or less. He 
would have to make several cuts to complete the perimeter. Then 
the planchets would be weighed and they were possibly made 
overweight for final adjustment. The final adjustment could be 
done with a chisel or small straight end nipper. Thus both curved 
portions and straight portions on a perimeter of a coin would be 
normal. 

This differs from small pine trees as they are uniformly 
circular (no straight edges) and a cookie cutter must have been 
used rather than multiple shearing. With great care in sheet 
thickness this would require minimal, if any, adjustment. I 
believe the diameter of the small pine trees should be checked for 
size uniformity but there could have been several cookie cutters 
and the screw press could have spread the diameter different 
distances due to different striking pressure caused by musclemen 
using different force on the swinging bar. 

I agree that the reduction in size of the pine trees was due 
to the availability of a screw press and the elimination of a 
tedious form of planchet cutting. 

I wonder if any file marks on the edges of small pine trees 
are visible as adjustments could have been so made. Perhaps 
anything between 68 grains and 74 grains was acceptable and no 


adjustments were generally undertaken on small pine trees. 

I have reread Doty's study and found it quite logical as I 
study it. His conclusions on witch pieces, amulets or talisman, 
however, have no real evidence. Noe's monograph says all witch 
pieces have been flattened. See Noe plates V (e) and VI (a) (b) 
& (c). 

An interesting minor problem I have with Doty is on page 4 
where he indicates the screw in the screw press of that period was 
metal. I had thought it was wood, the female of which was braced 
with metal strips. What is your thought? 

In Doty's comments on the value of a coining machine I believe 
he dissipates a major important matter. How can a coining machine 
have serious value in 1722 when no coins were permitted to be made 
in the colonies? The value in such an appraisal does not discount 
the fact that it could have been a mint leftover. 

Now to my theory on stealing silver. It has nothing to do 
with the original coining process. The coins were passing by count 
and were not customarily weighed or carefully examined in the 
market place. There were two sizes of pine tree shillings. There 
was a great opportunity to steal up to twenty five percent of the 
silyer. Lots of people did it but filing in a vice or snipping was 
tedious and might break the coin or cause it to come out non¬ 
circular. With my mechanism the file is held still and the crank 
turns the coin. The circular form is maintained and after 
straightening the bends the alteration is not readily observed. 
I enclose a new improved drawing of the mechanism. 

As to Massachusetts silver with holes through them, these were 
strictly for decoration or amulets. Any bends on them were for 
attraction or hocus-pocus at best. Whether worn as jewelry on 
wrist, neck, arm, ears, or hair or as a trim on belt or cuff; or 
as sequins on a dress, or to ward away witches, the hole was for 
attachment and disqualifies the coins from future circulation. 
They.then became of bullion value only. These are not motivated 
by silver stealing and are in a separate category. Why would you 
bend a coin and not hole it. You would have to put it in your 
pocket or bra where the witch might not see it and mess you up. 

I will keep thinking about the matter. 

I hope the Alaskan adventure was great. 

My best to both^bf you. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P'. Newman 



Kenneth Bressett 

Post Office Box 60145 
Colorado Springs, CO 80960 


October 1, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric, 

The Alaskan trip was great. Wonderful scenery and we had 
nice weather. It couldn't have been nicer. I hope that your 
latest adventure was just as good or better. We are just now 
leaving for New Hampshire to see relatives and enjoy fall 
foliage. 

Thanks for your detailed letter. I am glad to see that 
we agree on just about every aspect of how the Bay coinage 
was made. I have no thoughts about the screw press. I would 
suppose such an early thing would be made of wood, but I do 
not know the technology of that time. Surely they did not 
have means to turn such a large thing in a lathe. I just 
don't know. 


Your use of a machine for stealing silver makes much 
more sense to me now that I better understand it. We agree 
that your bend has nothing to do with the early pieces made 
on the sway press, the "witch" pieces, or those tested with 
teeth marks, etc. 

A guestion I would have here, however, is how common 
would such a machine be...or was there only one individual 
doing all of this work? Making your device would be very 
complicated and call for even more work than needed to make 
a iarge screw press. I should think it would be easier to 
strike false coins than to make your device. I also doubt 
that one person could produce as many filed coins as we see 
still m existence. 
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Whatever the answer I think that you are on to something 
and this is all very interesting. Even more fun than buying 
Morgan dollars in MS-66.2 condition. One other thought is 
this: wouldn't the edge of your coins be beveled and sharp? 

I don't remember seeing pieces like that. On the other hand, 
I have not really studied many filed pieces. I just thought 
that most were clipped. 

On a different matter. I have just purchased a silver- 
plated copper electrotype of the 1804 dollar. This is one of 
the pieces made in the Mint by William Du Bois in or around 
1860. It is an exact duplicate of the Mint's Class II piece. 
The earliest sale of such a piece seems to be by Leavitt in 
1864. Others were sold in recent times by B.G. Johnson in 
1906, New Netherlands in 1959 and Kagins in 1973 

There were a few others on the market in the 1860's and 
1870's, but I can't seem to find where any of them are 
today. Breen and the Standard Catalogue claim that there are 
"many electrotypes". Idler supposedly made some from his 
piece. But where are they all today? 

I am, of course, interested in tracking down these 
pieces now that I have one. I have no doubt that they were 
made in the Mint. Du Bois even said in his 1851 book that 
they were making electros of specimens of certain coins for 
display. I have a new theory as to why Du Bois might have 
made these pieces. I think that they were made after they 
were told to buy back their plain edge pieces and destroy 
the coins and dies. 

It would have been an easy matter to destroy a few 
electrotypes and call the case closed. We know that the 
other plain edge pieces were hidden away until they found 
out how to letter the edges. My piece, which is silver 
plated, looks so good that it would almost fool anyone. It 
even has the same 7° turned die alignment as the silver 
pieces. 

I have not seen any of the so-called Idler electros. I 
suppose it is possible that the story was as fake as the 
coins, and that Idler was just covering for the Mint. What 
do you know about this subject? I think it is fascinating! 


The piece that was on display in the San Francisco Mint 
and thought to be a copper pattern by Adams and Wooden had 
the word COPY stamped on the reverse. So did the piece in 
the Kagin auction. Mine is nothing of the sort. It is a dead 
ringer for the "real" coins. 


What Fun! 



Kenneth Bressett 

Post Office Box 60145 
Colorado Springs, CO 80960 


October 1, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric, 

The Alaskan trip was great. Wonderful scenery and we had 
nice weather. It couldn't have been nicer. I hope that your 
latest adventure was just as good or better. We are just now 
leaving for New Hampshire to see relatives and enjoy fall 
foliage. 

Thanks for your detailed letter. I am glad to see that 
we agree on just about every aspect of how the Bay coinage 
was made. I have no thoughts about the screw press. I would 
suppose such an early thing would be made of wood, but I do 
not know the technology of that time. Surely they did not 
have means to turn such a large thing in a lathe. I just 
don't know. 


Your use of a machine for stealing silver makes much 
more sense to me now that I better understand it. We agree 
that your bend has nothing to do with the early pieces made 
on the sway press, the "witch" pieces, or those tested with 
teeth marks, etc. 

A guestion I would have here, however, is how common 
would such a machine be...or was there only one individual 
doing all of this work? Making your device would be very 
complicated and call for even more work than needed to make 
a large screw press. I should think it would be easier to 
strike false coins than to make your device. I also doubt 
that one person could produce as many filed coins as we see 
still in existence. 
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Whatever the answer I think that you are on to something 
and this is all very interesting. Even more fun than buying 
Morgan dollars in MS-66.2 condition. One other thought is 
this: wouldn't the edge of your coins be beveled and sharp? 

I don't remember seeing pieces like that. On the other hand, 
I have not really studied many filed pieces. I just thought 
that most were clipped. 

On a different matter. I have just purchased a silver- 
plated copper electrotype of the 1804 dollar. This is one of 
the pieces made in the Mint by William Du Bois in or around 
1860. It is an exact duplicate of the Mint's Class II piece. 
The earliest sale of such a piece seems to be by Leavitt in 
1864. Others were sold in recent times by B.G. Johnson in 
1906, New Netherlands in 1959 and Kagins in 1973 

There were a few others on the market in the i860's and 
1870's, but I can't seem to find where any of them are 
today. Breen and the Standard Catalogue claim that there are 
"many electrotypes". Idler supposedly made some from his 
piece. But where are they all today? 

I am, of course, interested in tracking down these 
pieces now that I have one. I have no doubt that they were 
made in the Mint. Du Bois even said in his 1851 book that 
they were making electros of specimens of certain coins for 
display. I have a new theory as to why Du Bois might have 
made these pieces. I think that they were made after they 
were told to buy back their plain edge pieces and destroy 
the coins and dies. 


It would have been an easy matter to destroy a few 
electrotypes and call the case closed. We know that the 
other plain edge pieces were hidden away until they found 
out how to letter the edges. My piece, which is silver 
plated, looks so good that it would almost fool anyone. It 
even has the same 7° turned die alignment as the silver 
pieces. 


I have not seen any of the so-called Idler electros. I 
suppose it is possible that the story was as fake as the 
coins, and that Idler was just covering for the Mint. What 
do you know about this subject? I think it is fascinating! 


The piece that was on display in the San Francisco Mint 
and thought to be a copper pattern by Adams and Wooden had 
the word COPY stamped on the reverse. So did the piece in 
the Kagm auction. Mine is nothing of the sort. It is a dead 
ringer for the "real" coins. 


What Fun! 


Post Office Box 60145 



Colorado Springs, CO 80960 


December 24, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric, 

Thanks for sending me a copy of that scam letter from the 
"Chicago Numismatic Foundation." I had heard that they were 
going to try something like that, but had not seen any of 
the literature before now. They have been soliciting prizes 
from dealers and even the ANA. 

I am sure that this is not legal in all 50 states, perhaps 
not in any of them. At any rate it sure smells to me, and I 
will take a shot at them in one of my articles. I can not 
imagine anyone being dumb enough to send them money, but I 
suppose someone will. 

Not much happening around here. Pretty quiet as the year 
grinds to an end. It sure went fast, and seems to go faster 
all the time. Bert and I are always thankful for our good 
health and other blessings. Even the weather is cooperating 
this year to make this a pleasant time. 

Enjoy the holidays and have a wonderful New Year. 


Sincerely 
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HORACE P. FLATT 

209 BROOKHOLLOW DRIVE 

TERRELL, TX. 75160 


TEL: (214) 563-1413 
METRO OR FAX: 
(214) 524-0321 



March 11, 1993 


Ms. Barbara Gregory 
American Numismatic Association 
818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Spring, CO 80903-3279 

Dear Barbara: 

The following is for consideration for publication in the "Letters to the Editor": 

I read with interest the article "The Baffling Case of the Plugged Dollars" by Kenneth E. 
Bressett in the March 1993 issue of The Numismatist. He suggests that silver "plugs" were 
used to adjust the weight of some of the U.S. silver dollars of 1795. I believe that he is correct 
in this conclusion and that the U.S. mint was not alone in the practice. The following passage 
occurs in the description of the coining process after the planchet was cut in the Lima mint in 
1805: 


"... The next process is the weighing; the person who performs this has a little square box 
containing silver pins that are no longer than the thickness of a dollar, and of different weights 
and sizes; the dollars are thrown one by one into the scales, but seldom any of them are too 
heavy, when they are they generally pass them without notice, but if any are too light a pin is 
thrown into the scale, which brings it to the standard weight; the dollar is then put under a screw 
that has a pointed instrument in the end of it, which is screwed down and pierces a hole in the 
dollar sufficiently large to receive the pin; then it is placed under another screw, with a smooth 
end, which completely fastens the pin in the coin; they are then passed into another room and 
scoured....(after the pieces were coined)...the master stepped to the pile and took a handful which 
he brought to me to inspect, and shewed me where the pins were put in to make up the weight, 
which were very plain to be seen." 

This quotation is taken from the book Narrative of Voyages and Travels in the Northern and 
Southern Hemispheres by Amasa Delano (Boston: E.G. House, 1817). The account of the visit 
to the Lima mint is on pages 498-508. 

I believe that the practice of using such pins or "plugs" was not confined to the Lima mint, 
but I cannot provide specific references at the present time. 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Kenneth Bressett 


July 26, 1993 


Dear Ken: 


My St. Louis friend, Peter Gaspar, wrote a few items I believe 
you will be fascinated with. It will lead you to many more hidden 
sources. 



Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Kenneth Bressett September 27, 1993 

P.0. Box 60145 

Colorado Springs, CO 80960-0145 
Dear Ken: 

For your column in The Numismatist see Paper Money Sept/Oct 
1993 page 153. It is recommended that reprints of the souvenirs 
be cut out and mounted to look genuine. Deception is intended as 
no mention of reprints is there. It even has "The Raphael 
Ellenbogen Collection" as well as "United States Currency". 

What a phony. 



Eric P. Newman 
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tfow Much Is Too Much for Common Coins? 


*-|'“Ah£ concern MOST trc- 
I qucndy expressed by read- 
ers relates to prices charged 
common coins by advertisers 
reside die normal numismatic 
packet—in othe>- words, offerings by 
promoters who sell to die general 
public rather than co established col¬ 
lectors The items advertised usually 
appeal to sentiment and do not rep¬ 
resent true collector value or worth 
in a competitive market- 
ln defense or tnese promotions. 
w e niust remember that mass adver¬ 
tising is prohibitively expensive, and 
these companies arc in business to 
m aKe money. The', have little con¬ 
cern tor die hobby , its future, ex¬ 
cept the desire co st J more products 
to tneir customers. Some do make 
interesting orters of unusual items 
and probably start many people 
clunking about collecting coins. But 
eventually, tnese oeginners must 
learn more about the hobby and tind 
ocher places where they can buy 
cucer coins at octter prices. 

1 he harmful part of these pro¬ 
motions is that sooner or later, 
UDinrormed buyers want to se.i 
their treasures, ibis is when they 
find out they have paid deariv 
lor them. It is usually too late to 
go back to the original seller. They 
cske their family heiriuoms' to 
estabnsned com dealer for ap¬ 
praisal and conclude they are being 
treated. It just doesn’t occur to 
aem tnac they made a mistake when 
aiey purchased tnc corns. The dealer 
nwa/5 seems to be the bad guy I , 
das scenario. 

oomc typical ads i nave seen re¬ 
cently otter common SdO gold coins 


at $500 eath tor ..cd pieces, or 
h-’>0 tor a saiu ar . -cr eagle One 
says 3 Queen \ :e. i •"'Id sovereign 



is a bargain at only $169; another 
iiscs L b. silver Eagle bullion coins 
for i!4.95 each These prices are 
considerably higher than collectors 
would expect to pay from an adver¬ 
tiser in a numismatic publication or 
through a local com dealer. 

Are these prices too high : Sure: 
But Lhey are not always illegal, 
immorai or even harmful, as long 
as the a; wcrrisc: loesn’t make a false 
item's quality or 
value. As offer, nve as the practice 
is to those of us who know how 
to shop for coins, there just is no 
easy way to educate the genera! 
public. We can pass tire message 
on to family and friends, but the 
major publications that print there 
ads are too happy with business 
to accept any advice or sugges¬ 
tions for change 1 guess wc can only 
keep trying to get their attention. 

Pile #464 

How many of you are Star Irek 
fans? Come on. It’s okav to admit it; 
my hand is up. It vou are- a real 
“Trcicker,” you will enjoy the new 
silver bullion bars that are endorsed 
and sold bv Paramount Pictures 
I like them because they are not 

T w (• H u 


dify as 

“theater memorabilia” reminiscent 
of orher tokens and medals in many 

different forms. 

linema Art” 
: eome in 

six different designs representing 
h 1 th , r " t •. f Ims with 

the fu Original 
ional 

mini “ teaser" posters. The themes 
are futuristic anti rOrtray cast and 
events from the epic movies. As an 
t -pi in¬ 
cludes an attractive display case to 
house the 10-har collection. 

wi p for 

the full serii -- erring 

them all. because only 15 000 sets 
w<:l be struck. Ac S52.9 7 -ach (plus 
S3 95 shipping), the price is not 
cheap—it’s more than I'd pay. You 
also get a free, printed version 
of each bar to show you each 
month’s offering and to entice 
you to send in vour order This is 
a nice-looking promorion that has 
some, definite nurmrinv.inc possi¬ 
bilities. There probably will he an 
aftermarket for these bars well into 
the future 


File #365 

article in 

a reeeu edition of Paver Money, 
blished by tl Soci- 
1 :tors and 

devoted to collecting paper money 
in its many forms. Tt is written for 
and by collectors, ar . J highly re¬ 
spected in the hobby. Because it is 
such a responsible publication, I did 
a double-take at what one of the 
authors proposed. 
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The article show*, in illustrated 
derail, how to con people into think¬ 
ing y OU have ati outstanding collet ■ 
►-'on of United States currency At 
least that is the way I read It's ap¬ 
parently quite simple- Ml you do i* 
i u sheets of souvenir cards issued 
by the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing, then cut the notes out. 
leaving enough of a border to make 
them look like the original bills. 
Ni vt, you mount the fake bills face- 
„ide p m a frame and hang them on 
d wail, where people will think they 
are real- 

Gosh. That sounds like loads of 
fun, doesn't it? Perhaps someone 
w-,il even buy the framed fakes some 
day rhinkmg they arc genuine 
United States notes. After all- tire 
barks are not visible, so no one can 
tell. Somehow, this doesn’t sound 


- 

it ruins yoor perfectly good sou\ emr 
sheets Count ice out oil this one. T 
w0 uld rather go without the cur¬ 
rency collection. 

File #366 

A milestone as important as the 
iOth anniversary of World War II 
was “ire tn inspire many souvenirs, 
and so it has. Many are numis¬ 
matic. The latest to come to my at¬ 
tention appeared in a novelty sales 
catalog Tt i? rdassic in that it is 
'a- tn the 

war. and the coins arc low-grade 
and overpriced. 

Why, then, would anyone buy 
this’ 5 1 can’ 1 -answer that This set" 
■r .iherty hail 
... i ui ter effer- 


- 

coin cent. Why they arc aixangeffl 
1 m this order i> neyond me. Nor 
i tell the daces on the coins- If I rea 
correct!', cou can order sets date, 
044 or 19 U, ^nd one uthet dat^ 

1 which seems he 1941 It does 

Irell buyers that some of these c 
'really are and differ 

ent than regular corns. 

The coins come mounted i. 

of scenes nom the war, and. 7 ^ 
assortme: r of stamps with chem'S 
Id W II. T l -cre« 
no mention of condition, but judj 
m from die picture, the coins see™ 
tn have gone through the war. Tl9 
display probably is attractive,butlr 

> 9 . 95 , 10 bargain. I wtmidat 

vise potential buyers to stay r a 
from this one. 
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Kenneth Bressett September 27, 1993 

P.O. Box 60.145 

Colorado Springs, CO 80960-0145 
Dear Ken: 

For your column in The Numis ma tist see paper Mo ney Sept/uct 
1993 page 153. It is recommended that reprints or the souvenirs 
be cut out and mounted to look genuine. Deception is intended as 
no mention of reprints is there. It even has "The Raphael 
Ellenbogen Collection" as well as "United States Currency". 

What a phony. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


Fax Transmittal Memo m2 

Losafoi 


. No c'Page; 
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HOW ro DISPLAY 
YOUR PRECIOUS NOTES 


bv RAPHAEL ELLE.N'BOGEN 



p HERE is the inherent pride of 
the 'syngraphist' in his or her 
*'hi ( - .; 

permanent display of these treasures. 
Of course that is not practical or advis¬ 
able. because ot security reasons and 
the eventual discoloration and deterio¬ 
ration of valuable notes. There is. how- 
eVf * r ' J method of displaying 
magnificent lar^e-size notes in their 
original full color intaglio printing at 
very low cost and no risk. 


uvenir Cards 
(issued bv the Bureau of Engraving and 



‘•err oie them 
. i splay 

Purchase a frame of the size re 
quired The authors -ame measures 
-0" *30" They have plastic, glass, or 
cardboard backs and clip-on metal 
frames .An art store will provide a 
heavy paper bacLug in your color and 
->/>2 riu can place descriptions below' 
appropriately positioned notes held in 
place by postage stamp hinges- 11 cer¬ 
tainly will draw- many comments from 
your delighted friends, as your "collec¬ 
tion' adorns the w r alls of your syn- 
graphic den. ■ 





























ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Kenneth Bressett April 17, 1995 

P.0. Box 60145 

Colorado Springs CO 80960-0145 


Dear Ken: 

I want to express my extreme pleasure in your ascendancy to 
president elect of the American Numismatic Association. That 
organization needs a dedicated leader like you. Your renewal of 
an emphasis on "peace" is a worthy goal and I hope you have it. 

Numismatics brought us together as friends almost a half 
century ago. Your numismatic interests and accomplishments in the 
letter "c" category alone as cataloger, columnist, candidate, 
consultant, caretaker, compiler, coauthor, coin collector, 
counsellor and Coloradoan are so great that if I added other 
letters to describe you I would run out of space. 

Your editorship of A Guide Book of United States Coins (The 
Red Book) for many past years would make Dick Yeo very proud. 

May its circulation continue to be the most extensive of any 
numismatic book ever printed. May you enjoy its first edition 
(copyright 1946) which I enclose for your collection. 

Happy presidency. 


Sincerely, 



Eric P. Newman 







Kenneth Bressett 

Post Office Box 60145 
Colorado Springs, CO 80960 


April 22, 1995 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric, 

WOW! I just received your thoughtful letter and gift. I am 
deeply touched. This means more to me than any other laurel 
I could ever attain, including the ANA presidency. 

I am indeed fortunate to have had you as a friend and mentor 
for so long. Whatever I may have accomplished in that time 
is merely a reflection of your influence and guidance. For 
that I am deeply appreciative. 

The first edition Guide Book that you sent is probably more 
meaningful than you suspect. It is the only printing that I 
did not have in my set. The other first edition that I have 
is a rather shabby copy of the second printing. 

You know the joy of completing sets of coins and books. This 
is a delightful and meaningful acquisition for me, made all 
the more so because it is a keepsake from you. I will most 
certainly treasure it forever. 

Bert joins me in thanking you. I think she was as excited as 
I was when reading your letter. 




Peace, 


Ken Bressett 


Kenneth Bressett + Numismatic Research Center + Fax (719) 579-8012 + Tel (719) 579-8217 
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Dear Eric, 

WOW! I just received your thoughtful letter and gift. I am 
deeply touched. This means more to me than any other laurel 
I could ever attain, including the ANA presidency. 

I am indeed fortunate to have had you as a friend and mentor 
for so long. Whatever I may have accomplished in that time 
is merely a reflection of your influence and guidance. For 
that I am deeply appreciative. 

The first edition Guide Book that you sent is probably more 
meaningful that you suspect. It is the only printing that I 
did not have in my set. The other first edition that I have 
is a rather shabby copy of the second printing. 

You know the joy of completing sets of coins and books. This 
is a delightful and meaningful acquisition for me, made all 
the more so because it is a keepsake from you. I will most 
certainly treasure it forever. 

Bert joins me in thanking you. I think she was as excited as 
I was when reading your letter. 


Peace, 



Ken Bressett 
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April 22, 1995 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric, 

This is a P.S.: 

I just got a copy of your letter to Barb Gregory concerning 
her memo of April 4, and the situation with the magazine. 

Dave Bowers sent a similar letter. And I too share the same 
concerns. I think that The Numismatist is the best thing the 
ANA has going for it, and we should not diminish that in any 
way. There are, however, some changes that can and should be 
made. 

As the next president I intend to become more involved with 
the magazine and other publishing ventures for the ANA. This 
is an area where I have had some experience and I want the 
association to become known as a friend and helper to those 
who have worthwhile material that should be published. 

It will take some investment money to accomplish what I want 
to do, and I hope to raise that by some innovative means. I 
can not guarantee this will work, but I will give it my best 
shot if I can motivate the new Board to go along with these 
plans. 

As far as magazine changes go, I am a staunch believer in 
allowing the Editor to set and direct policy. The Editorial 
Committee should supply suggestions. The ANA Board should 
support those recommendations within the bounds of financial 
responsibility. I hope that during my administration I can 
bring a better balance to all these elements. 

Peace, 


Ken Bressett 







unit Nova Constellatio copper pattern. 






